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MED 9101.01 

Subspecialty  
 2 weeks 

• Definitely would recommend students who are interested in psych to ask about Dr. 
Martinson in Minot. I would also recommend to look at what rotations you will get less 
of (ex, I am only vaguely interested in neuro but we only have two weeks of neuro 
scheduled, so I did an elective week in pediatric neurology with Dr. DeCock and it was 
super fun and I am very glad I did). 

   
• This rotation gives a well rounded introduction into multiple aspects of ophthalmology 

including surgery, clinic, and ophthalmology subspecialties like cornea. This is a huge 
strength of the rotation because you are not limited to only seeing only a small part of 
the field of ophthalmology and are able to see a lot more eye diseases and cases that you 
would otherwise not see because they would be sent out of town to see a specialist. This 
rotation is short but gives you a very clear picture into the life of an ophthalmologist. I 
would recommend this elective to anyone who thinks they like surgery and have an eye 
for the fine details. Their biggest expectation of you as a student is to be a sponge and 
learn while on the job, ask questions, and stay interested while you are there. Compared 
to other rotations and doctors, the intensity of this rotation is quite low, and it allows 
you to appreciate the specialty and learn a lot about something that most doctors know 
little about. 

   
• Both of these electives were really fun and you get to do a lot! All the preceptors I 

worked with were amazing and willing to teach! 100% recommend both! 
 

• Choose things that you won't get to see otherwise! For example, looking back I wish I 
would have done GI during my IM rotation and chosen something else in its place, like 
emergency medicine or something. 

 
• Do as much as you can, as they love teaching hands on skills. 

 
• Try to take it as early as possible, if you wait too long you might not know if you truly 

love a field until you've committed to another 
 

• Excellent rotation for anyone interested in oncology. The doctors at BCC are able to 
communicate effectively and teach to the level of a medical student. Would 
recommend this rotation. 
 

• I had an amazing time in the ED. You will have a lot of opportunity for hands on skills 
and exposure to a large variety of patients and problems. When Reisenauer is with you, 
your duties are very clear and you will be expected to do suturing, stapling, FAST 
exams, non-emergent US examinations, patient education and more. On the days that 
he is absent, it will be on the student to approach providers and ask for the opportunity 
to see particular patients or assist in procedures. For students that are aggressive in 
creating their own learning opportunities, there will be no issue on this rotation, and 
you will learn a lot. 

• No recommendations it was a nice experience. 
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• There is a lot of autonomy on the ER rotation, and you get to make some medical 
decisions that are useful in patient care. 
 

• Rheumatology: I had a great experience with Dr. Poddar. He takes a lot of time to teach 
about autoimmune diseases throughout the week. He will give you many opportunities 
to practice joint exams/look at x-ray findings. He has a packed schedule and is thorough 
with his exams, so there were limited opportunities to interview/present the patient 
before seeing the patient together. However, he keeps students engaged throughout the 
process and appreciates when you ask questions/ have done Uworld questions on the 
topics!  NICU: I also had a great learning experience with Dr. Brown. This was a great 
introduction to the NICU, and I had many opportunities to ask questions and learn from 
various staff members - PT, OT, speech therapy, nurse practitioners, nurses, and 
respiratory therapy. Since I was only in the NICU a short time, this was more of a time to 
get to know the place and learn about what they do without a ton of student 
responsibilities. I think if you are interested in a 4th year NICU rotation, this would be 
useful to do for an introduction before that rotation! 
 

• I think that the opportunity to follow maternal fetal medicine is worthwhile to any 
medical student considering becoming OB/GYN in the future. It is so beneficial to see 
how 'high risk' pregnancies are managed and the amount of care that goes into taking 
care of these moms and babies. This team does an exceptional job explaining complex 
diagnoses to parents and ensuring that all of their questions are answered before they 
leave their office. It is also a wonderful opportunity to learn more about ultrasound! 
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• I highly recommend this rotation if you are interested in radiology 

• If you are looking for more experience and insight into OB/GYN and want to understand 
more about the specialty, I would highly recommend doing this for your elective period 
to gain further experience in the field. 

• This is a great rotation if you are considering general surgery. You will get to learn more 
about the field and see some cool cases. Like any other surgery rotation it can be time-
demanding and a lot of hard work but it's worth it if you're considering becoming a 
general surgeon. 

• Make sure to ask questions and enjoy yourself! 
• I would definitely recommend a rotation through heme/onc. I learned about treatment 

plans, chemo, radiation treatment and follow up with patients after these treatments. 
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• Attendings are happy to have students and let them get involved as much as they would 
like. They are good about getting you lots of experiences in a shorter amount of time 
rather than having you sit around all day to watch them do stuff or wait for procedures. 
It is a low-stress rotation with some fun hands-on learning and pleasant preceptors. 

• The team environment on this rotation was a great experience. There is a 'number of 
shifts' requirement but the scheduling of those shifts was very flexible. Was an 
absolutely great rotation for building focused history/assessment skills in a short time for 
a wide variety of patient populations, conditions, and acuity levels. 
 

• Go elective to see lots of different pathology related to the skin. 
 

• Rounds are very engaging and educational, but aren't intimidating. The preceptors are 
very cognizant of your time and tend to give you plenty of time for reading/recreation 

 
 
 

 

MED 9401.01 
Subspecialty Elective 

(2 weeks) 

• It would have been helpful to have known about the elective requirements for MILE 
program prior to halfway through the year. 

 
• Great experience with diagnostic and interventional radiology, very reasonable hours - 

Dr. Lewis is great at teaching and will walk you through his process of reading imaging 
studies. 

 
 
 
 

MED 9604.01 
ROME TRHE 

• Students should be prepared to complete this project early (e.g. have a rough draft 
within the first half of the elective in order to have time for feedback and re-editing). 

 


