REQUIRED CERTIFICATION POLICY
All residents in the UND Surgical Residency Program are required to maintain certification in Basic and Advanced Life saving techniques as follows:

1. All residents are expected to maintain American Heart Association (AHA) (or equivalent) certification in Basic Life Support (BLS) from the date of entry into the program until the resident leaves the program. Basic Life Support is included in the orientation for incoming interns and must be updated every two years as per American Heart Association requirements.

2. All residents are expected to maintain AHA Advanced Cardiac Life Support (ACLS) certification from the date of entry into the program until the date of departure from the program. The ACLS course is part of orientation for all incoming residents. Recertification must be completed every two years per AHA guidelines.
3. All categorical residents are required to maintain American College of Surgeons Advanced Trauma Life Support (ATLS) certification from their second year until the date of departure from the program. All categorical residents will attend the ATLS course at the beginning of their second year. This course will be sponsored by the surgical residency program. Time off for this course will be counted as administrative leave. The department will only pay for the initial ATLS course in the second year. Residents will be responsible if recertification is required should their surgical training be extended beyond the five years for any reason.   
4. It is each individual resident’s responsibility to maintain their certification. Each year the residents will be asked to provide documentation of that certification. If any resident allows their certification to lapse, they will be placed on a conditional status within the residency program until recertification is achieved. If certification has lapsed and a complete course is required to regain certification, the time difference between the certification course and recertification course will be charged as vacation leave. For example, a resident allows his ACLS certification to lapse, instead of taking the recertification course, which is a one-half day course, they are then required to take the complete certification course, which is a two day course, the difference is 1 ½ days and this will be charged as vacation leave. It is the resident’s responsibility to maintain these certifications much as it will be when they graduate from the program and are in practice. The administrative offices of the residency program WILL NOT notify residents of impending certification renewal dates. All certification/recertification courses must be scheduled through the administrative offices for scheduling purposes and in order to maintain accurate records of certification. A leave form for all certification/recertification courses must be submitted prior to the scheduled course date(s). 

The UND Surgical Residency Program feels strongly that certification in these basic and advanced life saving techniques are an essential requirement for residency training and progression into an active career in general surgery.
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