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There	are	2	main	challenges	presented	
by	teaching	in	an	ALC
• Changes	in	faculty	and	student	roles
• Challenges	due	to	the	physical	space



Teaching	in	an	ALC	may	change	student	
engagement	roles

Interaction	
with	you

Interaction	
with	peers

Interaction	
with	materials



• Lecture

The	role	of	information	transmitter	
changes	in	an	ALC



Ways	to	expand	beyond	information	
transmission

• Provide	team	in-class	activities

• Design	semester	long	group	projects

Preparation	
for	activity

Engagement	
with	

feedback
Whole	 class	
synthesis

Follow-up	
problem



Provide	team	in-class	activities
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IF-AT	Quiz

• Take	the	Slate	news	quiz	individually	(yellow	
paper).

• Form	a	team	of	3	– 5	people.
• Answer	the	questions	as	a	team.	As	a	team,	
agree	on	the	answer,	then	have	someone	
scratch	off	the	box	corresponding	to	your	
answer.	A	*	will	be	revealed	if	your	answer	is	
correct.



Working	on	a	group	task	can	“test	drive”	
a	team



A	word	about	content	coverage…





Coverage	decreased	in	3	different	areas,	
yet	test	scores	actually	increase

44%	decrease

13%	increase



Design	a	semester	long	group	project
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with	

feedback

Whole	class	
synthesis

Follow-up	
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Design	a	genetic	solution	to	a	societal	
problem	and	present	this	in	a	poster



Articulate	expectations	for	student-
instructor	&	student-student	interaction



Communicate	your	philosophy	about	
teacher	and	student	roles	
• On	the	first	day	of	class
• In	your	syllabus
• Throughout	the	term



• Writing
• Thinking
• Talking

The	role	of	reflection	may	be	more	
important	in	an	ALC



Inform	students	that	you	will	solicit	
their	feedback

• What	was	the	muddiest	point	from	class	
today?

• How	does	this	space	impact	your	learning?
• How	is	the	course	going	so	far?	What	helps	
your	learning?	What	hinders	your	learning?



Challenges	presented	by	the	physical	
space

Lack	of	a	
central	focal	

point

Multiple	
distractions

Overwhelming	
technology



Overcoming	the	lack	of	a	central	focal	
point
1. Direct	attention
2. Stand	in	front	of	screen	while	talking	if	

possible
3. Have	all	screens	identical	when	addressing	

the	whole	class
4. Have	students	use	microphones
5. Solicit	early	semester	feedback



Overcoming	multiple	distractions

1. First	day	distraction	speech	and	syllabus	
policy

2. Have	students	close	or	put	down	devices	for	
emphasis	of	a	point

3. Provide	quiet	time	for	reflection
4. Consider	moving	some	discussions	online
5. Folders	for	handouts
6. Solicit	early	semester	feedback



Overcoming	overwhelming	technology

1. Observe	someone	using	the	room
2. Decide	what	you	will	and	won’t	use	before	

the	class
3. Practice	using	the	tech
4. First	day	tech	speech
5. Turn	off	student	monitors	when	not	needed
6. Solicit	early	semester	feedback



Summary

Before	Class	Starts First	Day	of	Class
During	Class	sessions

• Design	activities	that	meet	
your	learning	outcomes	
and	take	advantage	of	the	
space.	

• Decide	what	technology	
you	will	and	won't	use.

• Take	an	incremental	
approach	to	changes	in	
teaching.

• Communicate	your	
philosophy	about	teacher	
and	student	roles.	

• Articulate	expectations	for	
student-instructor	and	
student-student	
interaction.

• Inform	students	that	you	
will	 solicit	their	feedback.

• Direct	student	
attention	during	class.

• Set	aside	time	for	
large	group	
interaction.

• Ask	for	student	
feedback	early	in	the	
semester.



What	is	one	thing	from	today’s	workshop	that	
you	will	apply	when	you	teach	in	an	Active	

Learning	Classroom?

Write	this	on	a	notecard
Leave	it	in	the	folder	on	your	table



Lack	of	a	larger	classroom	community

Whole	class	synthesis	discussion
Online	discussions	outside	of	groups
Activities	to	switch	up	group	members


